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•Program Dates
1.March 1: US registration opens

2.April 1 - June 1: Pen pal program runs with weekly emails

•Age: Participants must be between the ages of 9 – 18 as of April 1, 2026.

•Frequency: participants will be expected to send one email/letter weekly for the duration 

(approximately 10 emails/letters). There will be weekly discussion topics to help get the 
conversation going, but these are only suggestions.

•Regular Email Schedule Between Participants: For example, international students send 

emails to their U.S. partners every Monday, and U.S. students reply every Friday.

•Cost: $10 USD that can be paid online only.

•Registration deadline: Friday, March 20, 2026, or when all spots are filled.
Please keep an eye on your emails for notification of when registration opens!

Feel free to reach out to me Jan Brinn brinn@msu.edu if you have any questions about this 

years Michigan 4-H International Exchange Programs.

Spring 

Pen Pal
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STATEWIDE CALENDAR OF EVENTS
January 13: Wild Spartans 

Online

This month’s session is “Nature’s Detectives: How Insects Help Solve Crimes Against People, Animals 
and the Environment through Forensic Entomology.” Tiny creatures can tell BIG stories about the world 

around us: explore creepy-crawly clues and learn how science and nature work together to solve 
puzzles. Ask questions through a live Q&A. This free virtual series is for youth ages 12-19.

www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-wild-spartans-january 

January 13: Avoiding Money Mishaps

Online
In today’s digital world, young people are increasingly targeted by fraudsters, scammers and predatory 

lenders. This interactive webinar will empower youth with the knowledge and tools to protect themselves 
and their personal information.

www.canr.msu.edu/events/avoiding-money-mishaps-jan13

January 21: Adulting 101 – Fraud Fighters: How to Stay Scam-Free

Online
From fake jobs offers to phishing texts, scammers are everywhere.  This workshop breaks down the 

latest tricks and shows you how to guard your info, your credit, and your peace of mind.
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/adulting-101-2026 

January 24: 2026 State 4-H Rabbit and Cavy Show and Expo

Farm Bureau Pavilion, Lansing

4-H’ers exhibit rabbit and cavy projects and participate in educational knowledge contests: 
showmanship, skillathon, breed identification and rabbit hopping. Register by January 14.

www.canr.msu.edu/events/2026-state-4-h-rabbit-and-cavy-show-and-expo

January 26: Michigan 4-H Volunteer Webinar Series: Beyond Ready Basics
Every great 4-H experience has a few powerful ingredients—and volunteers play the biggest role in 

making them happen. Explore the four vital elements that help youth thrive: discovering sparks, feeling 

a sense of belonging, building developmental relationships, and staying meaningfully engaged.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-beyond-ready-basics-bringing-the-vital-

elements-to-life-in-your-4-h-club

February 7: 4-H Winterfest
Eagle Village Retreat Center, Hersey

4-H Winterfest is a hand-on learning camp for youth ages 8-12. Youth pick workshops and participate in 

team building activities. Come and have fun this winter! Register by January 23. 
www.canr.msu.edu/events/2026-winterfest 

 

Relationships are the 

foundation of a successful 4-H 

program! These relationships 
include building friendships 

with other members and 
leaders, building great working 

relationships and trust between 

program leaders and 
members, and adult leaders 

working together to organize 
great opportunities for youth.

We hope you can find others in 
the 4-H program in which you 

can build positive friendships 
and/or mentorships. Join us for 

any events and meetings to 

get to know everyone in the 
program. 

Youth thriving is the first step 

in building youth who are 

#BeyondReady! Contact your 
local 4-H staff for more 

information.

4-H Thriving Model 
of Positive Youth 

Development 



STATEWIDE 4-H NEWS

Register for Michigan 4-H Capitol Experience!

At Michigan 4-H Capitol Experience, teens learn how to change the world for the 
better through engagement in Michigan’s state government and public policy 
process. The program is scheduled for March 15-17, in Lansing. 

The three-day event, open to high-school-aged youth, includes tours of the 
Michigan Capitol, interactions with state legislators, meetings with state agency 
staff, lobbyists and state-level experts and learning how policy is made. During 
the program, youth work in small teams to draft legislation on: agriculture; civil 
rights and youth advocacy; crime and law enforcement; education and teacher 
retention; environment and natural resources; health; and jobs, the economy and 
infrastructure.

The cost to attend is $365, which includes lodging at the Okemos Conference Center. Please contact your local 4-H 
program coordinator to inquire about local funding opportunities. To learn more and/or find the link to register, visit 
www.canr.msu.edu/4_h_capitol_experience/.

Earn prizes with the Michigan 4-H 
Cash Composition Contest

Did you know youth are being targeted by scams too? That’s this year’s theme 
for the 2026 Michigan 4-H Cash Composition Contest! Michigan youth aged 
9–19 are invited to participate through writing an essay on this year's question. 

Top entries receive a $100 gift card, thanks to contest sponsor, Extra Credit 
Union. MSU Extension will host two webinars to help with fraud awareness 
and essay writing.  Essays are due by March 1. For contest details and essay 
submission information, visit: www.canr.msu.edu/4-h-money-smarts/money-
smart-kids-contest.

Apply for the Michigan 4-H State Awards! 

Michigan 4-H true leaders ages 10 and older have an opportunity to be recognized for the great work they do in 4-H and 
develop their career skills by completing a state award application. A Michigan 4-H State Award is the highest honor bestowed 
on a Michigan 4-H member and provides an opportunity to receive recognition for their engagement in rich learning experiences 
that result in outstanding knowledge and life-skill development.

State award applications are divided into four categories: Mark of Excellence contest (10-11 years), junior state award (12-15 
years), senior state award (16-19 years) and group awards (13-19 years).  An Achievement Award was added last year for 18–
19-year-olds. Each application and selection process varies, dependent on the applicant’s age.

More information about the Michigan 4-H State Award process and Mark of Excellence Contest can be found online 
at bit.ly/stateaward. Applications are due April 1. For more information, contact your 4-H program coordinator or email Betty Jo 
Krosnicki at nashbett@msu.edu or Janice Zerbe at rajzerj@msu.edu.
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National 4-H Conference

Changemakers ages 15-19, want to strengthen your leadership skills, 

learn how to advocate for 4-H and other causes you care about, and 
experience our nation's capital all at once? National 4-H Conference is 

now open for registrations! Join us April 10-15, 2026 to learn more about 

the federal government and its agencies, and how to use your voice to 
impact change at every level!

More information is available on our website at: 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/national-4-h-conference/. 

The registration link is: https://MI-National4HConference.4honline.com.

2026 MI 4-H Dairy Conference
Registration for the 2026 MI 4-H Dairy Conference is now OPEN! 

Join the MI 4-H Dairy Youth Program from February 27th-March 
1st, 2026, at Michigan State University for a fun-filled educational 
opportunity for any 4-H youth ages 12-19 and gold-level 4-H 
volunteers! This conference will feature industry professional 
guest speakers that cover topics that include dairy judging, 
nutrition, calving, carcass evaluations, and more! Participants will 
also go on tours of the MSU Meat Lab and the new MSU Dairy 
Cattle Teaching & Research Center! The conference utilizes 
hands-on learning experiences that include dissections and a 
nutrition lab. 

Saturday evening will include a trip to Zap Zone XL for all 
participants! 

Registration closes on February 5th, 2026. 

Registration Link: 
https://events.anr.msu.edu/2026michigan4hdairyconference/ 

Questions? Please reach out to Kendra at vanorde4@msu.edu.

Avoiding Money Mishaps Webinar

Avoid Money Mishaps!
Learn how to protect yourself from fraud, scams, and identity theft in our 
FREE webinars—plus, get ready for an upcoming essay contest on the 

same topic!

Pick your date:
Jan 13 @ 6 PM EST or Feb 11 @ 6 PM EST

Same content, two chances—don’t miss out!

Register now: https://bit.ly/avoidingmoneymishaps
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January 22, 2026

Cloverbud Award
Walden Weber               Autumn Narlock        
Borgan Floyd               Quinn Mayer
Easton Floyd                Matilda Randall
Arthur MacGregor

Outstanding Young Member Award
Blue Ribbon - Walden Weber
Dansville 4-Leaf Clovers - Sophie Zimmerman
Fit To Show - Lolaah Bradley
Happy Hustlers - Benjamin Regan
Happy Hustlers - Dakota Regan
Happy Hustlers - Emma Gee
Ingham County Sharpshooters - Aurora Wieferich
Sandhill - Preston Block
Town N' Country - Hudson Sheridan
Trailblazers - Evelyn Strank
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4-H Club All Stars
Blue Ribbon-Adelline LaDuke
Dansville 4-Leaf Clovers-Elle Heiden
Fit To Show-Teagan Hall
Happy Hustlers-Emma Marshall
Ingham County Sharpshooters-Eleanor Backhaus
Ingham County Sharpshooters-Will Zimmerman
Livestock, Equine and Pets Committee-Sophia Neilson
Sandhill-Liam Lower
Sandhill-Michael Curtis
Town N' Country-Ellie Koppin
Trailblazers-Ruby Eastman
Williamston-Addison Anway

Good Citizen Award
Eleanor Backhaus
Abagail Eastman
Oliver Fusiler
Nathan Gehrs
Liam Lower
Emma Marshall
Zander Morlock
Luna Wieferick
Sophie Zimmerman
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Outstanding Teen Leader Award
Eleanor Backhaus-Winner
Elizabeth Leibrand-Winner
Helen Curtis-Honorable Mention
Gabe Gonzales-Honorable Mention
Alan Hill-Honorable Mention
Michaela Hill-Honorable Mention
Danielle Hood-Honorable Mention
Emma Morlock-Honorable Mention
Chloey Ranta-Honorable Mention

National Congress
Lizzy West-Town N' Country

Eleanor Backhaus-Ingham County Sharpshooters and Golden Stride Riders
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Head and Heart Award

Abby Eastman-Winner
Ray Roberts-Winner

Evan Roberts-Honorable Mention

2025 Michigan 4-H State Youth Leadership Council
Sophia Nielson-Sandhill 4-H Club

10 and 15 Year Member
Chase Sommer-Happy Hustlers 4-H Club

Top Club
Town N' Country

Fit To Show
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2025 County Medal Recipients
Junior (Ages 13-15)
Eleanor Backhaus- Poultry
Eleanor Backhaus-Shooting Sports

Ryan Burchman- Rabbits

Charli Eastman-Horses
Charli Eastman-Clothing & Textiles
Charli Eastman-Photography & Video

Emma Eastman- Horses                            Evan Roberts-Dairy
Emma Eastman-Food and Nutrition                     Evan Robert-Visual Arts
Emma Eastman-Industrial Arts                        Evan Robert-Industrial Arts

Senior (Ages16-19)
Ellie Koppin- Cavy
Ellie Koppin-Rabbits

Ruby Eastman-Industrial Arts
Ruby Eastman-Clothing & Textiles
Ruby Eastman-Photography & Video

Elizabeth Leibrand-Dogs
Elizabeth Leibrand-Poultry

Emma Morlock-Bees
Emma Morlock-Clothing & Textiles
Emma Morlock Gardening & Horticulture

Ray Roberts-Food & Nutrition
Ray Roberts- Photography & Video
Ray Roberts-Visual Arts

Reagan Robison-Food & Nutrition
Reagan Robison-Goat
Reagan Robison-Horses
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Bill Wheeler Memorial Scholarship Winners

  Elizabeth Dase-White Oak 4-H Club
  Chellis Hall-Town N' Country 4-H Club
  Ellie Koppin- Town N' Country 4-H Club
  Ava Palmatier-Webberville 4-H Club

Master Stockman
Senior Champion-Sophia Nielsen
Senior 2nd Pace- Alivia Block
Senior 3rd Place-Reagan Robison

Junior Champion-Helen Curtis
Junior 2nd Place-Violet Rice
Junior 3rd Place-Sadie Tolbert
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Club Community Service

         Happy Hustlers          Fit To Show

Leader of the Year Award
Sara Zimmerman (1-5 Years of Service)
Sally Backhaus (6-10 Years of Service)
Dave O'Daniel (16+ Years of Service)

Friend of 4-H
Gladys Welker

Ingham County Farm Bureau


